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Charles Kingsley, the author of Westward Hof, and
Charles Reade who wrote The Cloister and the Hearth.
These men were famous writers, and he was proud and
happy to find himself treated as their equal. So it came
about that Mark returned home in November more
famous than ever, and sat down seriously to writing.
Occasionally he lectured, but he was not fond of this
kind of public speaking, though by this time he could
demand six hundred and fifty dollars, or roughly £130,
for a single lecture.
In 1873 The Gilded Age appeared, a novel of which
he was only part author, and which was later on made
into a successful play, and in the same year he built
a house at Hartford with a fine billiard-room on the
top floor. This was a result of his western days, for
Mark Twain had learned his billiards in the saloons of
the great mining camps, and the game remained_ his
chief recreation all his life. May, 1873, found him again
in England—this time accompanied by his wife—
where his triumph was even greater than on his first
visit, and he lectured with as great success as he did in
America; then home again in January, 1874.
Before he visited England, and all through his stay,
Mark Twain had been thinking about another book he
was going to write, and immediately he reached home he
set to work to finish it. It was a real labour of love. The
hero was a boy named Tom Sawyer, whose home was
by the Mississippi just as the writer's had been, and into
the story Mark Twain brought all the adventures of his
boyhood days, the spell of the majestic river, the forests,
the great cave where he and his companions used to

